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Understanding Medicare 
Supplement Insurance Plans

MS1     BA25103ST
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Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans:

	 • �May be purchased throughout the year by those 65 and older or in some states if eligible  
for Medicare due to disability.

	 • �Provide additional coverage to help fill some of the holes in Medicare Parts A & B.

	 • �Help reduce or eliminate the money you pay for the care you receive
(deductibles, copays, and coinsurance). 

	 • �Are standardized plans that are identified by letters (except Massachusetts, Minnesota 
and Wisconsin, which have different plans and different plan names). 

	 • �Are only offered through private insurance companies.
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How Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans 
Can Help You
If you want help in budgeting your health care expenses, a Medicare 
Supplement Insurance plan may be right for you.

Here’s what these plans can offer:

• �Help managing your costs.

• �Freedom to choose and doctor that accepts Medicare Patients and to see a specialist without a referral.

• �Virtually no claims forms to file.

• �National coverage so you can use benefits anywhere in the United States. If you move, 
your coverage moves with you.

• �Guaranteed renewability, meaning your plan automatically renews from year to year as long as you 
pay your premiums when due and you do not misstate one or more material facts when you apply 
for this plan. Your rate is subject to change. Any rate change will apply to all members of the same 
class insured under your Plan who reside the same geographical area.
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Enrollment – Medicare  
Supplement Insurance Plans

When can you enroll?

• �When you become eligible for Medicare, typically at age 65, AND when most people enroll 
in Medicare Parts A & B.

• �Some states also allow you to enroll if you are under age 65 and qualify for Medicare on the basis 
of a disability. Most people will still first enroll in Medicare Part B.

• �You cannot be denied enrollment in a Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan during the first 6 months 
you enroll in Medicare Part B at 65 years or older or otherwise become eligible for Medicare based on  
a disability (in some states). Some states may have additional open enrollment rights under state law.

Guaranteed Issue
• �Some other special events may also qualify you for guaranteed issue, such as:
	 – Involuntary loss of employer-sponsored coverage.
	 – �Your Medicare Advantage or other Medicare managed care plan is discontinued or you move out 

of your plan’s service area.

• �Generally, you have 63 days to apply after these types of events.
• �Some states may have additional guaranteed issue rights under state law.
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• �It’s easy.

• �Decide on the Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan that is right for you.

• �Complete and submit the appropriate enrollment application.

What happens after you submit an application?
• �Coverage effective date begins on the date determined by the plan after your complete application 

is received and you are determined to be qualified to enroll.
• You will get a member identification card for your plan.
• You will receive a New Member Welcome Kit containing materials important to your plan.

If you have questions before you receive your member information, call your sales contact or the 
number located on your enrollment application.

Enrollment – Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans
If you decide to change your Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan.

You can decide to change to a different Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan at any time during the year. 

How do you enroll?



41

How Medicare Supplement  
Insurance Plans Can Help You
There are a variety of Medicare Supplement Insurance 
Plans to choose from:

The AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans carry the AARP name and 
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company pays a royalty fee to AARP for use of  
the AARP intellectual property. Amounts paid are used for the general purpose  
of AARP and its members. Neither AARP nor its affiliate is the insurer. 
Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the federal  
Medicare program. MS6
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AARP does not recommend health related products, services, insurance or programs.  You are strongly encouraged to evaluate your needs.  

Insured by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company, Horsham, PA (UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company of New York, Islandia, NY for New York 
residents). Policy Form No. GRP 79171 GPS-1 (G-36000-4).  In some states, plans may be available to persons eligible for Medicare by 
reason of disability. All plans may not be available in your state/area.

This is a solicitation of insurance.  An agent/producer may contact you.

AARP and its affiliate are not insurance agencies or carriers and do not employ or endorse insurance agents, brokers, producers, 
representatives or advisors.  

Call to receive complete information including benefits, costs, eligibility requirements, exclusions and limitations.
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